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Introduction

It is a great honour to be invited to this distinguished Law School in the capital of the world’s largest country.  You honour me by your invitation to speak, and you honour Magna Carta by your chosen topic of this meeting.  
The first time I saw Magna Carta I was seven years old, in 1940, at the New York World’s fair.  On my first visit to Britain, in 1957, on my first day in London, I went straight after breakfast to the British Museum to see two things: Magna Carta and the Rosetta Stone.  These, to me, represented the two icons of civilised society: the Rule of Law and communication between peoples of the world. 
I became a Trustee of the Magna Carta Trust 21 years ago (when I became Chairman of the Pilgrims Society), the Chairman of the Trust, by Charter, is the Master of the Rolls, head of the civil law in the United Kingdom.  I serve as Deputy Chairman of the Trust.  
It was the Master of the Rolls, ex officio the Chairman of the Magna Carta Trust who invited me to chair the Magna Carta 800th Anniversary Commemoration and the Trust who voted to endorse the appointment. 
Think back to 1215, when China was even then a great nation. Then in England there was no freedom of speech; to speak out against the King was treason; the penalty for treason was likely to be beheaded, drawn and quartered, and your body parts distributed and your head on a spike. That was if you were lucky.  Common folk were just hanged and thrown into an unmarked grave.

Divine right to rule was the rule of the day in medieval times.
There was no freedom of assembly, no right to enter or leave the kingdom without the sovereigns’ permission, or to come or go if he cared to exercise his ‘right’, as every movement, every meeting, every dispute, every deer killed in the forest, every fish taken from the sea or river, every wedding, every burial, every act of any person was subject to the whim of the king. The land was all owned by the king.  
There are many who point out that the Charter agreed on the 15th June 1215 was primarily a peace treaty.  It was more than that however, it was licence to speak openly and honestly, to assemble, even to make laws that even the king must obey, stems from the ‘strings’ that were attached to that peace treaty.

It was the beginning then that “We, the people…” had “Rights”.
The English Church had “Rights”: Article 1 in Magna Carta; the English Church shall be free, and shall have its rights undiminished, and its liberties unimpaired.

Children had rights, at least some did… Articles 2 & 3. Where heirs’ payment to inherit property is limited, and if under age ‘shall have his inheritance without a fine”.
With rights came responsibilities for heirs’ guardians…Articles 4 & 5. 
Women had rights; at least a few did…Articles 7 & 8. “No widow shall be compelled to marry…”
Even debtors had rights…Article 9. “So long as the debtor has movable goods to discharge the debt…neither we nor our officials will seize any land or tent in payment of a debt”.
But not Jews, not at least in 1215…Articles 10/11.  But they did by 1225, when a revised Magna Carta was issued and became, by 1297, English law.
Other slices of society are given rights as well: litigants, travellers, merchants, consumers, yes, at Article 35, with the introduction of standard weights and measures of cloth, of wine and ale (‘a pint was invented on 15 June 1215’). 

Others’ say Magna Carta only affected the elite of society and neither serfs nor slaves had any rights at all, nor did women.  Clearly they either haven’t read it, or deliberately disregard what they’ve read. 
Before I close, I did want to take a minute for a rapid-fire run through of some of the many books that have been published, a few I’ve brought, and more available for purchase on our website. 
www.magnacarta800th.com.

[Introduce books here; see attachment]

During this year of Magna Carta there are we estimate over 1,000 activities in over 50 countries commemorating the principles of Magna Carta, in Chile, Argentina and Brazil, in South Africa, Botswana, and Kenya, in Morocco, Malaysia, India, yes here today, in Amiens and Paris in France, in Germany, Italy and even in Qatar.
It’s fair to say that Magna Carta is England’s greatest export, today affecting the lives of nearly two billion people in over 100 countries throughout the world.
Prior to the sealing of Magna Carta, after a civil war between the forces of the Barons and the King, it was primarily a peace treaty, but with strings attached.

The peace treaty failed as King John failed to live up to his promises. King John’s seal on Magna Carta was not worth the paper (parchment actually) it was printed on.  This led to the second Baron’s war, and King John’s death a year later. 

Although the peace treaty failed, the ‘strings’ lived on, with the reissuing of the 1215 agreement which was reissued in 1216 under the seal of the guardian of the nine year old son of King John, Henry III and reissued under his own seal in 1225.
There’s been a huge amount of publicity about the 800th anniversary of Magna Carta.  One newspaper editorial said:  “Someone once said that there is nothing as strong as an idea.  That aphorism could well be applied to the origins of Magna Carta.  
“It is a document forced out of the King of England in an epic showdown at a time when the King was master of all he surveyed, was above the law and was source of executive and legislative functions.

“The confrontation which took place almost 800 years ago may seem far removed from us but the truth is that the ideas planted by the actions of that brave collection of barons were as powerful as they were dangerous…

“…the idea that even a monarch could be subject to the law of the land survives as a beacon of light which inflames the democracy that we practise to this very day.”
That editorial was not written in Dayton or Detroit, or London or Liverpool, or Shanghai or in Guangzhou, but in Barbados on the 2nd June 2015. 
Magna Carta now touches the lives of nearly two billion people in over 100 countries throughout the world. For centuries it has influenced constitutional thinking worldwide including in many Commonwealth countries, even in France, Germany, and Japan, Poland and Italy, and almost all of Europe, and throughout Asia, Latin America and Africa. 

Thank you.
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Rochester Castle, Kent

In 1215, Rochester Castle was garrsoned by rebel
barons, and endured an epic siege by King John,
Having undermined the outer walls, John used the
“fat of 40 pigs'to fre a mine under the keep,
bringing ts southern corer crashing down. The
defenders held on, until they were eventually
starved out aftr resisting fo two months.
Chroniclers record that the rebels had up to 140
Knights, bowmen and sergeants.

The high elegant towers of Rochester stand as a
testimony to s history of destruction and rebui
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1n 1215 Richard FitzGilbert’s grandson, Richard de
Clare, had attendedthe sesling of Magna Carta.
King John then attacked and seized Tonbridge
Castle, but it reverted two years later. The castle
was enlarged before 1100, with 2 squat tower. A
larger stone castle was rebuil, includingthe
massive gatehouse which il survivs. It was first
bultto guard the bridge crossing of the River
Medway, beinga simple motte-and-baley.
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‘There was second siege of Rochester The castie had
ot stayed n King John's controlfor long. In

May1216, s00n after Prince Louis landed, h
siege to the castle which foll withina week.

The prince was now the new leader of the baronial
faction. Tne castle reverted to royal control in 1217,
but was by then n dire need of ealr.
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Dover, Kent

Another epic and desperate siege of Dover Castle in
1216-17 by Prince Louis of France was sid to be the
most momentous inall English history. The French
king supported the barons by sending his son and
large forces. Allaspects of siege warfare were
employed and ultimately failed. Siege engines,
mining and even bribery did notsucceed, though
the French did capture the barbicanand
undermined the gatehouse. The defenders rebuilt
barrcades and beat back the French. One of the
largest castles in England, it s silin good order and
the 20-foot high soldiers’tunnels arestllintact.
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The castle at Rye was builtas a defensive fortress
against French invasions. The permission to build
the Yores Tower came from Henry . As one of
the Cingue Port towns, Rye was given privileges.
n exchange for ts support,

Although details are scant, the chroniclers
recount that the ortfications were captured by
subtlety, possibly from the sea by Phillp dAlbin
atthe beginning of anuary 1217.
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Sandwich, Kent

King John called upon the naval resources of the.

Cinque Ports (Hastings, Rye, Hythe, Romney and

Sandwich) which provided 50 thips, and had another

] 50 buit. In 1213, Philip 11 ad gathered  fleet to
invede Englandwith papal blessing against the
excommunicated John, The alies surprised the
French fleet at anchor, capturing 300 vessels, and
burning 100 more. The royalistnavalvitory of 1217
meant that the war was finaly over. A month later,
the Treaty of Lambeth ensured that Prince Louis and
bis miltary men left England fo France, never to
return.
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During the 2nd Barons’ War (1264-1267), Rochester
Castle was besieged for the third time In s history:
Roger de Leybourne, the royalconstable, held
Rochester insupport of Henry Il. Rebel armies led by
Simon de Montfort and Gilbert de Clare entered the.
city and set about tying to capture the castle.

Although unsuccessful the attack drew the royallst
forces south where they were defeated at Lewes





[image: image38.png]The Second Baron:
1264: Battle of

£}

Lowes, EastSussex
The Battle of Lewes was the firstof two main battles of
the 2nd Barons’ War, which took place on 14 May 1264.
It marked the highest pointof the career of Simon de.
Montfort, 6th Earlof Leicester, and madie him
‘uncrowned King of England. He also called the irst
parliamentin England. Henry i let the safety of Lewes
Castle to engage the barons i battle and was only
initilly successful. His son Prince Edwardled &
successful cavalry charge and scattered the London foot
militia; but his knights proved impossible to rallyto
retur to the fray Tnis allowedthe Montfortiansto
overwhelm the restof the royalistarmy and capture the
King. The castle in the town i silln excellent repair and
providesa magnificentuiew of the surrounding
countryside from its keep. As at Lincol, there Is a twin
motte although this no onger retainsits fortfications.





�  Sir Robert Worcester, KBE DL, Allington Castle, Maidstone, Kent, ME16 0NB, Great Britain.  


Honorary Fellow and Visiting Professor of Government, London  School of Economics and Political Science,     Fellow and Visiting Professor in the Institute of Contemporary History, King’s College London.


Internet: � HYPERLINK "mailto:sirrobertworcester@magnacarta800th.com" �sirrobertworcester@magnacarta800th.com�


� [The organisers have made a copy for everyone here of the book list and it is on the 800th Committee website.]
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Resullts for China

The Magna Carta 800 Survey is based on an intemational survey.
covering adults 23 countries

In each country between 500 and 1,000 adults (aged between 16 and 64
years) were surveyed online and the results are weighted to the primary
consumer profile in each country

In China, 1,000 adults were interviewed
Questions 1 and 2 were asked in all 23 countri
in all countries except China

The “average” score is the mean across all countries surveyed, giving
equal weightto each country

. Question 3 was asked

In total, 17,061 interviews were carried out across all countries

Fieldwork was conducted 6 — 20 January 2015 by Ipsos MORI on
behalf of the Magna Carta 800 Anniversary Commemoration Committee
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Results for China
Survey of ¢.17,000 adults across 23 countries
(1,000 in China)
Fieldwork: January 2015



